
 

 

  

March 23, 2020 
 
The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
As the directors of 97 leading academic cancer centers in the U.S., we are responsible 
for treating a particularly vulnerable patient population. Many of our patients are 
immunosuppressed, and most have serious co-morbidities. Consequently, they are 
particularly susceptible to having serious complications and poor outcomes from 
SARS-CoV2 infection (which causes COVID-19). In fact, some of our patients have 
already contracted this virus and died from respiratory failure. Furthermore, our 
patients generally require frequent interactions with health care providers, who are 
being increasingly affected themselves with COVID-19 or are being seconded to assist 
in the treatment of COVID-19 patients. Our physicians and advanced practice 
personnel are witnessing firsthand the increasing strain on our healthcare systems, 
most notably the widespread shortage of personal protective equipment (PPE), such 
as surgical and N95 masks, gowns, nasal swabs, and face shields, as well as advanced 
life support systems, such as ventilators and ECMO devices. In a word, the situation is 
already desperate in many of our hospitals, and rapidly edging towards utter disaster. 
  
For this reason, we implore you to immediately invoke and utilize the Defense 
Production Act to marshal the power of American manufacturing to address the 
COVID-19 emergency. We also request that you mobilize units of our military, such 
as the Army Corps of Engineers to aid in rapid construction of temporary hospital 
facilities and military medical personnel to assist and relieve our front-line 
emergency room and intensive care unit personnel.  
 
The full scope of this emergency is only beginning to be apparent, but it is already 
clear that there is not a second to lose. Failure to act decisively and immediately will 
undoubtedly result in the tragic, massive, and ultimately avoidable loss of many 
American lives. 
  
Thank you very much for considering our request. 
 
Most respectfully, 
 
AACI members (list begins on next page) 
 
 



Roy Jensen, MD 
AACI President 
Director 
The University of Kansas Cancer Center 
Kansas City, KS 
 
Karen E. Knudsen, MBA, PhD 
AACI Vice President/President-Elect 
Director 
Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center at 
Jefferson Health 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Barry P. Sleckman, MD, PhD 
Director 
O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Birmingham, AL 
 
Aleksandar Sekulic, MD, PhD 
Deputy Director 
Mayo Clinic Cancer Center, Arizona 
Scottsdale, AZ 
 
Joann B. Sweasy, PhD 
Interim Director 
The University of Arizona Cancer Center 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Michael Birrer, MD, PhD 
Director  
UAMS Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute 
Little Rock, AR 
 
Steven T. Rosen, MD, FACP 
Director 
City of Hope Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Duarte, CA 
 
Mark Reeves, MD, PhD 
Director 
Loma Linda University Cancer Center 
Loma Linda, CA 
 
 
 
 
 

Reuben J. Shaw, PhD 
Director 
Salk Institute Cancer Center 
La Jolla, CA 
 
Dan Theodrescu, MD, PhD 
Director 
Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Garth Powis, D. Phil 
Director 
Sanford Burnham Prebys 
Medical Discovery Institute 
La Jolla, CA 
 
Steven Artandi, MD, PhD  
Director 
Stanford Cancer Institute 
Palo Alto, CA 
 
Primo N. Lara, Jr., MD 
Director 
UC Davis Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Sacramento, CA 
 
Scott M. Lippman, MD 
Director 
UC San Diego Moores Cancer Center 
La Jolla, CA 
 
Richard A. Van Etten, MD, PhD 
Director 
UCI Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center  
Orange, CA 
 
Michael Teitell, MD, PhD 
Director 
UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center  
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Alan Ashworth, PhD, FRS 
President 
UCSF Helen Diller Family  
Comprehensive Cancer Center  
San Francisco, CA 
 



Caryn Lerman, PhD 
Director 
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Richard D. Schulick, MD, MBA 
Director 
University of Colorado Cancer Center 
Aurora, CO 
 
Charles S. Fuchs, MD, MPH 
Director 
Yale Cancer Center 
Yale School of Medicine 
New Haven, CT 
 
Louis M. Weiner, MD 
Director 
Georgetown Lombardi 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Washington, DC 
 
Eduardo Sotomayor, MD 
Director 
GW Cancer Center 
Washington, DC 
 
Roxana S. Dronca, MD 
Deputy Director 
Mayo Clinic Cancer Center, Florida 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
John L. Cleveland, PhD 
Interim Cancer Director 
Moffitt Cancer Center 
Tampa, FL 
 
Stephen D. Nimer, MD 
Director  
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of Miami Health System 
Miami, FL 
 
Jonathan D. Licht, MD 
Director  
University of Florida Health Cancer Center 
Gainesville, FL 

Jorge E. Cortes, MD 
Director 
Georgia Cancer Center, Augusta University 
Augusta, GA 
 
Walter J. Curran, Jr, MD, FACR 
Executive Director  
Winship Cancer Institute 
of Emory University 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Randall F. Holcombe, MD, MBA 
Director 
University of Hawai‘i Cancer Center 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
Honolulu, HI 
 
Rohit Bhargava, PhD 
Director 
Cancer Center at Illinois 
Urbana, IL 
 
William Small, Jr., MD, FACRO, FACR, FASTRO 
Director 
Cardinal Bernardin Cancer Center 
Loyola University Medical Center 
Maywood, IL 
 
Leonidas C. Platanias, MD, PhD 
Director 
Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center 
of Northwestern University 
Chicago, IL 
 
Michelle M. Le Beau, PhD 
Director 
The University of Chicago Medicine 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Chicago, IL 
 
Jan Kitajewski, PhD 
Director 
University of Illinois Cancer Center 
Chicago, IL 
 
 
 



Patrick J. Loehrer, Sr., MD 
Director 
Indiana University  
Melvin & Bren Simon Cancer Center 
Indianapolis, IN 
 
Timothy L. Ratliff, PhD 
Robert Wallace Miller Director 
Purdue University Center for Cancer Research 
West Lafayette, IN 
 
George J. Weiner, MD 
Director  
Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of Iowa 
Iowa City, IA 
 
B. Mark Evers, MD 
Director 
UK Markey Cancer Center 
Lexington, KY 
 
Jason M. Chesney, MD, PhD 
Director 
UofL James Graham Brown Cancer Center 
Louisville, KY 
 
Glenn Mills, MD, FACP 
Director 
Feist-Weiller Cancer Center 
LSU Health Shreveport 
Shreveport, LA 
 
Augusto Ochoa, MD 
Director 
Stanley S. Scott Cancer Center 
New Orleans, LA 
 
Prescott Deininger, PhD 
Director 
Tulane Cancer Center 
New Orleans, LA 
 
Edison T. Liu, MD 
President and CEO 
The Jackson Laboratory Cancer Center 
Bar Harbor, ME 
 

William G. Nelson, MD, PhD 
Director 
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Kevin J. Cullen, MD 
Director 
University of Maryland Marlene and Stewart 
Greenebaum Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Gerald Denis PhD, FTOS 
Co-Director 
Boston University Cancer Center 
Boston, MA 
 
Laurie H. Glimcher, MD 
President and CEO 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Harvard Medical School 
Boston, MA 
 
Gerold Bepler, MD, PhD 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute 
Wayne State University 
Detroit, MI 
 
Eric R. Fearon, MD, PhD 
Director  
University of Michigan Rogel Cancer Center 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Douglas Yee, MD 
Director 
Masonic Cancer Center 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Rafael Fonseca, MD 
Interim Director 
Mayo Clinic Cancer Center 
Rochester, MN 
 
 
 



John C. Ruckdeschel, MD 
Director 
UMMC Cancer Center and Research Institute 
Jackson, MS 
 
Timothy J. Eberlein, MD 
Director 
Siteman Cancer Center 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Kenneth Cowan, MD, PhD 
Director 
Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center 
Omaha, NE 
 
Steven Leach, MD 
Director 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Norris Cotton Cancer 
Center 
Lebanon, NH 
 
Steven K. Libutti, MD, FACS 
Director 
Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey 
New Brunswick, NJ 
 
Cheryl L. Willman, MD 
Director and CEO 
University of New Mexico 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
I. David Goldman, MD 
Director  
Albert Einstein Cancer Center 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Bronx, NY 
 
David Tuveson, MD, PhD 
Director 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Cancer Center 
Cold Spring Harbor, NY 
 
Anil K. Rustgi, MD 
Director  
Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Columbia University Medical Center 
New York, NY 

Benjamin G. Neel, MD, PhD  
Director 
Laura and Isaac Perlmutter Cancer Center 
NYU Langone 
New York, NY 
 
Craig B. Thompson, MD 
President and CEO 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center 
New York, NY 
 
Candace S. Johnson, PhD 
President and CEO 
Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Yusuf A. Hannun, MD 
Director 
Stony Brook Cancer Center 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Ramon Parsons, MD, PhD 
Director 
The Tisch Cancer Institute at the 
Mount Sinai Health System 
New York, NY 
 
Jeffrey Bogart, MD 
Interim Director 
Upstate Cancer Center 
SUNY Upstate Medical University 
Syracuse, NY 
 
Jonathan W. Friedberg, MD, MMSc 
Director 
Wilmot Cancer Institute, UR Medicine  
Rochester, NY 
 
Michael Kastan, MD, PhD 
Executive Director 
Duke Cancer Institute 
Duke University Medical Center 
Durham, NC 
 
 
 
 



H. Shelton Earp lll, MD 
Director 
UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Chapel Hill, NC 
 
Boris Pasche, MD, PhD, FACP 
Director 
Wake Forest Baptist 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Winston-Salem, NC 
 
Stanton L. Gerson, MD 
Director 
Case Comprehensive Cancer Center  
Cleveland, OH 
 
Brian Bolwell, MD 
Director  
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Raphael E. Pollock, MD, PhD 
Director 
The Ohio State University Comprehensive 
Cancer Center - James Cancer Hospital & 
Solove Research Institute 
Columbus, OH 
 
William Barrett, MD  
Director 
UC Cancer Center 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Robert Mannel, MD 
Director 
Stephenson Cancer Center 
University of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, OK 
 
Brian J. Druker, MD 
Director  
OHSU Knight Cancer Institute 
Portland, OR 
 
 
 

Robert H. Vonderheide, MD, DPhil 
Director 
Abramson Cancer Center of the 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Richard I. Fisher, MD 
President and CEO 
Fox Chase Cancer Center 
Temple Health  
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Raymond J. Hohl, MD, PhD 
Director 
Penn State Cancer Institute 
Hershey, PA 
 
Dario C. Altieri, MD 
Director 
The Wistar Institute 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Robert L. Ferris, MD, PhD 
Director 
UPMC Hillman Cancer Center 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Denis Guttridge, PhD 
Interim Director 
Hollings Cancer Center 
Medical University of South Carolina 
Charleston, SC 
 
Charles W. M. Roberts, MD, PhD 
Director 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
Memphis, TN 
 
Jennifer A. Pietenpol, PhD 
Director 
Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
Nashville, TN 
 
 
 
 



C. Kent Osborne, MD 
Director 
Dan L Duncan Comprehensive Cancer Center 
at Baylor College of Medicine 
Houston, TX 
 
S. Gail Eckhardt, MD 
Director 
LIVESTRONG Cancer Institutes 
The University of Texas at Austin 
Dell Medical School 
Austin, TX 
 
Ruben Mesa, MD 
Director 
Mays Cancer Center 
UT Health San Antonio 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Carlos Arteaga, MD 
Director 
Simmons Comprehensive Cancer Center 
UT Southwestern Medical Center 
Dallas, TX 
 
Peter Pisters, MD 
President 
The University of Texas  
MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Houston, TX 
 
Vicki S. Klimberg, MD 
Director 
University of Texas Medical Branch Cancer 
Center 
Galveston, TX 
 
Cornelia Ulrich, PhD, MS 
Director 
Huntsman Cancer Institute 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, UT 
   
Chris Holmes, MD, PhD 
Richard Galbraith, MD, PhD 
Interim Co-Directors 
The University of Vermont Cancer Center 
Burlington, VT 

Thomas P. Loughran, Jr., MD 
Director 
University of Virginia Cancer Center 
Charlottesville, VA 
 
Robert A Winn, MD 
Director 
VCU Massey Cancer Center 
Richmond, VA 
 
Thomas J. Lynch, Jr., MD 
President and Director 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
Seattle, WA 
 
Hannah Hazard-Jenkins, MD 
Interim Director 
WVU Cancer Institute 
Morgantown, WV 
 
Hallgeir Rui, MD, PhD 
Interim Co-director 
Medical College of Wisconsin Cancer Center 
Milwaukee, WI 
 
Howard Bailey, MD 
Director 
University of Wisconsin Carbone Cancer Center 
Madison, WI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
The Honorable Alex Azar 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
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