
April 24, 2025 

The Honorable Jay Bhattacharya 
National Institutes of Health Director 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Dear Director Bhattacharya: 

The Association of American Cancer Institutes (AACI) represents over 100 cancer 
centers throughout the United States, including the 73 cancer centers that hold 
National Cancer Institute (NCI) designation. On behalf of these cancer centers, 
AACI congratulates you on your confirmation as director of the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH). We recognize the profound responsibility of this role 
to improve the health of all Americans, and we are eager to collaborate with you 
and the Trump Administration to accelerate breakthroughs—and cures—for 
many types of cancer.  

With the passage of the National Cancer Act in 1971, President Nixon and 
Congress established the Cancer Centers Program under the purview of the NCI. 
The Cancer Centers Program provides a unique, national infrastructure to 
recognize institutions that excel in laboratory and clinical research, enabling 
Americans to live longer, healthier lives. In fact, patients treated at NCI-
Designated Cancer Centers have a 25 percent greater chance of survival 
compared to those treated at other cancer centers. Key to the program’s success 
is a robust NCI workforce, including contract employees who enhance the quality 
of cancer research through critical data collection, management, and reporting 
of cancer cases. 

At the heart of the Cancer Centers Program is a complex network of institutions 
spanning 37 states and the District of Columbia. These cancer centers are 
located in rural, frontier, and urban areas in red and blue states. Some specialize 
in areas such as pediatric cancer, while others focus on basic science research 
that translates into tomorrow’s treatments and cures. Though no two NCI-
Designated Cancer Centers are the same, they are unified by the rigorous quality 
standards upheld by the Cancer Centers Program. 

Representatives from AACI and NCI-Designated Cancer Centers look forward to 
meeting with you soon to discuss the value of the Cancer Centers Program. We 
strongly believe that the program can be a powerful asset in the Trump 
Administration’s pursuit of groundbreaking cancer discoveries and can serve as a 
model for tackling the toughest chronic illnesses facing Americans. 

As a champion of our nation’s Cancer Centers Program, AACI is deeply concerned 
about the policy change proposed by the NIH, to move all grant reviews to the 
Center for Scientific Review beginning in January 2026. We firmly believe that 



the review process for the NCI’s Cancer Center Support Grant (CCSG) is critical to ensuring the continued 
excellence of the Cancer Centers Program. As currently constructed, competitive CCSG reviews provide 
an opportunity for cancer centers to demonstrate broad institutional commitment to multidisciplinary 
cancer research and substantive progress in meeting their lifesaving missions. Guided by the stringent 
criteria set forth by the Cancer Centers Program, NCI-Designated Cancer Centers are eligible for CCSG 
renewal every five years. The new constraints put into place through centralized review, including the 
elimination of site visits, will limit the centers’ ability to leverage investments made by the NIH that have 
benefited people with cancer for decades. 

As a direct result of NIH investments, the mortality rate from cancer has declined by 34 percent from 
1991 to 2022, averting approximately 4.5 million deaths. Despite this significant progress, more than 
600,000 Americans will die of cancer and over 2 million more will receive a cancer diagnosis this year. 

On behalf of the millions of Americans affected by cancer, we stand ready to work with the NIH under 
your leadership. AACI and NCI-Designated Cancer Centers will continue “Turning Discovery Into Health” 
through our mutual commitment to cancer research that improves patients’ lives, and we hope you will 
join us in this effort. 

Sincerely,

Jennifer W. Pegher, MA, MBA
Association of American Cancer Institutes 

Robert A. Winn, MD 
VCU Massey Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Barry P. Sleckman, MD, PhD 
O’Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Richard Bold, MD 
Mayo Clinic Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
Arizona 

Primo N. Lara, Jr., MD 
UC Davis Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Richard A. Van Etten, MD, PhD 
UCI Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Michael Teitell, MD, PhD 
UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Caryn Lerman, PhD 
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Eric P. Winer, MD 
Yale Cancer Center Yale School of Medicine 

Louis M. Weiner, MD 
Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer 
Center 

Roxana Dronca, MD 
Mayo Clinic Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
Florida 

John L. Cleveland, PhD 
Moffitt Cancer Center 

Stephen D. Nimer, MD 
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of Miami 

Jonathan D. Licht, MD 
University of Florida Health Cancer Center 

Suresh S. Ramalingam, MD, FACP, FASCO 
Winship Cancer Institute of Emory University 



Naoto Tada Ueno, MD, PhD, FACP 
University of Hawai‘i Cancer Center University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
 
Mark E. Burkard, MD, PhD 
Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of Iowa 
 
Leonidas C. Platanias, MD, PhD 
Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center 
of Northwestern University 
 
Kunle Odunsi, MD, PhD, FRCOG, FACOG 
The University of Chicago Medicine 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Kelvin Lee, MD 
Indiana University Melvin and Bren Simon 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 

Roy Jensen, MD 
The University of Kansas Cancer Center 
 
B. Mark Evers, MD 
UK Markey Cancer Center 
 
Matthew Vander Heiden, MD, PhD 
Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer Research 
at MIT 
 
Taofeek Owonikoko, MD, PhD, MSCR 
University of Maryland Marlene and Stewart 
Greenebaum Comprehensive Cancer Center 
 
Boris C. Pasche, MD, PhD, FACP 
Karmanos Cancer Institute Wayne State 
University 
 
Eric R. Fearon, MD, PhD 
University of Michigan Rogel Cancer Center 
 
Jeffrey S. Miller, MD 
Masonic Cancer Center University of Minnesota 
 
Ruben A. Mesa, MD, FACP 
Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist 
Comprehensive Cancer Center 
 

Michael Kastan, MD, PhD 
Duke Cancer Institute 
 
Robert. L. Ferris, MD, PhD 
UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
Joann B. Sweasy, PhD 
Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center 
 
Steven Leach, MD 
Dartmouth Cancer Center 
 
Steven K. Libutti, MD, FACS 
Rutgers Cancer Institute 
 
David Tuveson, MD, PhD 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Cancer Center 
 
Gary K. Schwartz, MD 
Case Comprehensive Cancer Center 
 
Robert H. Vonderheide, MD, DPhil 
Abramson Cancer Center of the University of 
Pennsylvania 
 
Jonathan Chernoff, MD, PhD 
Fox Chase Cancer Center Temple Health 
 
Andrew Chapman, DO, FACP 
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at 
Jefferson 
 
Kathryn Schmitz, PhD, MPH, FACSM, FTOS 
UPMC Hillman Cancer Center 
 
Raymond N. DuBois, MD, PhD 
Hollings Cancer Center Medical University of 
South Carolina 
 
Charles W. M. Roberts, MD, PhD 
Comprehensive Cancer Center St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital 
 
Ben Ho Park, MD, PhD 
Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
 
 



Lei Zheng, MD, PhD 
Mays Cancer Center at UT Health San Antonio 
MD Anderson 
 
Cornelia Ulrich, PhD, MS 
Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of 
Utah 
 
Thomas P. Loughran, Jr., MD 
University of Virginia Cancer Center 
 
Thomas J. Lynch, Jr., MD 
Fred Hutch Cancer Center 
 
Christian Capitini, MD 
University of Wisconsin Carbone Cancer Center 
 
 


